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Personal Profile

I have always had an interest in journalism and media. While undertaking a social anthropology degree at the University of Manchester I was a regular contributor to the Mancunion, the largest student paper in Europe, for which I was the travel editor, a news writer, a music critic and the weekly cartoonist. In 2009 I won a Guardian Student Media Award for a case study of the illegal logging industry in the Philippines, a self-funded project I conducted in the summer of 2008. I recently completed a fast track NCTJ (National Council for the Training of Journalists) diploma at Highbury College, Portsmouth.
I am also a qualified teacher, a career move that was motivated by my interest in society and human relationships.

Through my written and editorial work for the Guardian, South Africa’s Mail & Guardian, Songlines Magazine, Think Africa Press and the Mancunion I have gained experience with PagePlus, Excel and Final Cut Pro. I have 100 wpm shorthand, and have a full clean driver’s licence and a car.
Education 
Highbury College, September 2014 to January 2015;

Fast track NCTJ Diploma in Journalism.

Modules include writing in print and online, video reporting, media law, social media promotion and shorthand.
The University of Chichester, 2012 to 2013;
PGCE in Secondary Mathematics Education (pass)
The University of Manchester, 2005 to 2009;

Graduate Degree: BSocSc in Social Anthropology (2:1)

Chichester High School, 1998 to 2005;

A Level Grades: Mathematics (A), Physics (B), English Literature (B)
Media Job History
New Internationalist Magazine, July 2014 to present; music critic.
I have published several interviews with musicians in New Internationalist. Subjects include Aziza Brahim, a singer from the disputed territory of Western Sahara, and Menes la Plume, a Congolese poet and refugee who I met in Malawi.
Mail & Guardian, January 2014 to present; music critic.

I review African and Caribbean albums both in print and online. The paper is one of South Africa’s most respected broadsheets, and is partly owned by the London based Guardian Media Group.
Songlines Magazine, March 2012 to present; music critic.

I review African and Caribbean albums. I also interview African musicians for Songlines Blog, which involves promotion through social media. Songlines focuses on world and folk music, and has strong connections with BBC Radio 3, Rough Guides and Womad Festival.
ITV Granada, December 2011- July 2012; runner/driver. 

I have worked as a runner/driver for the news programme Tonight. My last job involved driving production crew to the Libyan embassy and Heathrow Airport for an investigation of the Lockerbie bombing.
Think Africa Press, March 2011 to present; music writer.
I organise and conduct interviews with leading African musicians, and publish African album reviews. I also use Facebook and Twitter professionally to maximise my readership. I have represented Think Africa Press at various gigs and festivals featuring African music, such as Womad, Larmer Tree Festival and Wilderness Festival. Think Africa Press is part of The Guardian Africa Network.
The Guardian, June 2010 to present; travel writer, music critic. 

After winning a Guardian Student Media Award in 2009, I was given a week’s work experience with the paper where I helped research, write and edit content for the travel section. I have since had several articles published for the paper, most recently in July 2014.
The Mancunion, September 2007 to June 2009; travel editor, feature writer, music critic and cartoonist. 

I coached and maintained a reliable community of writers, and was responsible for producing a high quality travel section every week. In 2009 I won a Guardian Student Media Award.
Education/Art/Theatre Job History
My degree subject focussed on society and human relationships, which led towards my decision to train as a teacher. Within anthropology I have a specific interest in aboriginal Australian art, music and culture, which culminated in my dissertation: an analysis of how anthropological fieldwork has affected aboriginal Australian life.
Priory School, Portsmouth, September 2013 to August 2014; mathematics teacher.

I taught mathematics at Key Stage 3 and GCSE. Organisation, time management and excellent people skills are among the qualities that are essential to this role. I successfully completed my NQT year at Priory.
Chichester Festival Theatre, June 2008- September 2008; stage crew. 

I assembled stage sets, carried on props mid-show and supported actors backstage.
Other Interests
In my free time I enjoy reading, drawing, collecting and repairing racing bikes, film, theatre and music, in particular blues, afrobeat and reggae.
